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Benches have succeeded in the feat, which Abraham
Lincoln said was impossible, of "fooling all the
people all the time.55

Secondly, there would not be so much objection
to the supremacy of the Front Benches if even while
concealing their power from the country, they
exercised the powers of an ideal despot and were
influenced by no motives save those of genuine
public spirit. It is, however, only too obvious that
men who have risen to power under the conditions
described by Messrs Belloc and Chesterton are more
likely than anyone else to exploit the advantages of
their position. They would be less than human if
they did not feel that they were entitled to some
reward for their extremely disagreeable exertions;
for nothing can well be more disagreeable than the
amount of dirt that a successful politician has to eat
in the course of his career. Even if they were not
ideal despots, the country would not grudge them a
certain amount in the way of perquisites if they still
carried out even approximately what the people as
a whole want. Unfortunately, however, the Front
Benches exist to carry out quite other purposes,
which are prescribed for them by rich men. As
Messrs Belloc and Chesterton point out and as most
persons will admit to-day, peerages are freely sold ;
but what most people forget is that a peerage means
not merely a public honour but also " legislative
power which is equal even in theory to that of some
ten or thirty thousand men and is in practice of
course indefinitely greater.551

The gravest question, however, is what Messrs

1 Op. tit., p. 105.